
Notebook versus Desktop Computer Considerations 

 Some things to consider when determining whether to purchase a Notebook or Desktop computer 

 Notebook Computer Desktop Computer 
Components Completely self-contained 

computer, with built-in data 

storage drives, monitor screen 

and keyboard all in one compact 

package. 

Might require a separate mouse if 

you don’t already have one. 

Computer and data storage drives 

in one solid package. 

Will require a separate keyboard, 

monitor and a mouse, if you don’t 

already have these. 

Space consumed on desk Smaller footprint on desk 

 

Usually a larger Footprint on desk 

Portability Light, transportable, and can be 

conveniently used anywhere on 

your lap using both mains and 

rechargeable battery power 

Heavier, designed to be used in a 

fixed location on a desk, and not 

moved very often 

Repair ability Hard and costly to repair. Almost 

impossible to upgrade to make 

use of more recent, better and/or 

faster components that become 

available 

Easily access to swap out and add 

most components, making both 

repairs and upgrades an 

affordable and relatively simple 

process  

Ruggedness Less robust and susceptible to 

accidental damage due to its 

lightweight transportable design. 

More robust and heavier 

Security Due to its light compact design it 

is easier to get lost or stolen when 

out of the office. 

Often has a security-lock slot 

allowing a security cable lock to 

attach the Notebook computer to 

stationary objects such as a desk. 

Less likely to be lost or stolen due 

to it being bulkier and usually in 

an office. 

Usually has capability to allow a 

security cable lock to attach the 

Desktop computer to the desk for 

additional security. 

Expandability Usually a Notebook computer has 

a limited number of external 

ports to plug in devices such as a 

mouse, external monitor, 

network, digital camera, etc. 

Most Notebook computers have 

no additional internal space or 

slots for adding memory or 

storage capacity. 

Often has many more external 

ports than a Notebook for 

plugging in additional devices to 

expand the computers 

capabilities. 

If it is important; Desktop 

computers can be sourced with 

plenty of internal space to enable 

the addition of additional data 

storage drives in the future as 

storage requirements increase. 

Customising Lenovo and Dell have web pages 

the will let you configure their 

computers to your exact 

requirements.  Framework, a new 

innovative computer company 

also makes Notebook computers 

that are consumer DIY 

configurable, repairable and 

upgradable; therefore extending 

the working life of the computer. 

Desktop computers can be 

bespoke built from a variety of 

widely available components 

giving complete freedom to the 

initial customisation, and then 

later provide greater flexibility for 

ongoing future upgrades. 


