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This topic explains how to configure your Windows computer to automatically start one or more 

applications as soon as you have logged in.  This is useful on computers where you always want to 

start a specific application such as eMail for example, or for those computers dedicated to a specific 

function such as media player activities where the Windows Media Player or iTunes application can 

now be started automatically.   

You can combine this “How To” topic together with the Setting Windows to Logon Automatically 

topic to fully automate the entire login process and starting of an application as soon as the 

computer is powered on.  This is useful for kiosk type of setups where you always want the same 

app to run whenever the computer is powered on, restarted, or suffers from a power outage.   

The example used here is based on Windows 10 but earlier versions of Windows are almost identical. 

Adding an application to automatically start up at login 

1. Press Windows+R key, type shell:startup in the resultant dialog window and press the Enter 

key (It will open the StartUp folder in a File Explorer window). 

2. Click on the Windows Start button and scroll to and locate the application you want to 

automatically start. 

3. Drag the application’s icon from the Start programs list to the StartUp folder in the File 

Explorer window opened in step 1 above. It should add the application as a shortcut. 

4. When ready; reboot the computer to test the application now starts automatically at login. 

If for some reason in step 2 above you cannot see the application you want to automatically start 

displayed, try the following slightly longer alternative approach:  

1. Click on the Windows Start button. 

2. Start typing the name of the application you want to automatically start. 

3. Right-click on the application when it appears in the Start menu.  

4. Select Open File Location from the context menu that appears.  Another Explorer window 

will appear.  The shortcut for the app you searched for should already be highlighted. 

5. Copy (CTRL+C) the shortcut from this second Explorer window, and paste (CTRL+V) it into 

the StartUp folder in the first Explorer window.  

5. When ready; reboot the computer to test the application now starts automatically at login. 

Removing an application from the startup list 

1. Press Windows+R key, type shell:startup in the resultant dialog window and press the Enter 

key (It will open the StartUp folder in a File Explorer window). 

2. Single mouse click on the desired application shortcut you wish to remove to highlight it in 

the StartUp folder in a File Explorer window. 

3. Right mouse click on the desired application shortcut and select Delete from the pop up 

window.  The shortcut should be removed. 

4. When ready; reboot the computer to ensure the application no longer automatically starts 

at login. 
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